
 

 

November 22, 2020 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Annunciation 
9965 Mayhew Lake Road NE • Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

320-252-1729 • oneinchristacc.org 
 

Sacred Heart 
2875 10th Avenue NE • Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 

320-251-8115 • sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
 

St. Francis Xavier 
219 2nd Street N, PO Box 150 • Sartell, MN 56377 

320-252-1363 • stfrancissartell.org 
 

St. Stephen 
103 Central Avenue S • St. Stephen, MN 56375 

       320-251-1520 • churchofststephen.org 

Monday Nov 23 8:00 am St. Francis Xavier Word & Communion  
Weekday            8:30 am    Annunciation        † Larry Rudolph 
Tuesday        Nov 24  8 am    St. Francis Xavier   † Anthony & Veronica Robatcek 
St. Andrew Dung-Lac  5:30 pm  St. Stephen            † Alex & Anna Mae Smoley 
               5:30 pm   *Sacred Heart † Dorothy Schulte 

Wednesday Nov 25 8 am        *Sacred Heart † Dave Massman 
St. Catherine    8 am St. Francis Xavier † Isaiah Moorefield 
of Alexandria     7 pm St. Francis Xavier  Ecumenical Service 
   7 pm Annunciation † Bev Dobis 
Thursday      Nov 26   8 am      St. Stephen            † Phillip Pierskalla 
Weekday        9 am *Sacred Heart  † John Adelman 
Thanksgiving                  9 am    St. Francis Xavier    † Lawrence Schueller 
Friday Nov 27 8 am        *Sacred Heart  † Shelly LeBert  
Weekday        No Mass St. Francis Xavier  NO MASS 
Saturday       Nov 28   5 pm        *Sacred Heart         People of the Parishes                                    
Weekday                 5 pm    St. Francis Xavier    † Deceased Member of the  
       Slivnik & Schulte families                                     
     7 pm St. Stephen   For the People 
Sunday      Nov 29 8:30 am Annunciation   † Gans & Kennedy Family Members 
1st Sunday of Advent  9 am         *Sacred Heart   † Fr. Sylvester, Joseph & Agnes 
Gall 
    9:30 am    *St. Francis Xavier   † Rita Fasen 
         10:30 am    St. Stephen   † LeRoy Supan 
                                                                        

*Livestreamed Masses  

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 3:30 pm  Sacred Heart 
    4 pm     St. Francis Xavier 
    8 pm      St. Stephen 
Sunday  7:50 am     Annunciation 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Home Bound Communion 

Pastoral Visitation, Prayer Requests, 
Marriage and Baptism Preparation 

If you have any of the above pastoral 
needs, please contact your Parish 
Office.  

Viewers in the St. Cloud Diocese can 
watch the Mass on KSTC-45 at 
11am each Sunday via cable, 
satellite or antenna (check your 

cable provider for channel number). 
Charter Communication airs the 

Mass on Channel 17. 

PASTORAL SERVICES MASS TIMES 

 Sunday, November 22, 2020 



 

 

MINISTRY & LIFE PERSPECTIVES DAILY READINGS 

LEADERSHIP 

Many Americans are fascinated with England’s 
monarchy. For many different reasons, we are drawn 
to the regal pageantry and all of the protocols 
associated with royal lifestyles. What’s most amazing 
is that for all of the media attention focused on the 
comings and goings of English royalty, they really 
have very little effect on the day to day dealings of 
their country. Thoughts and images of kings and 
queens are often centered on this story book 
understanding of who and what they are. We 
associate protocols, etiquette, and proper words and 
actions to how we approach members of a royal 
family. These tools serve the necessary purpose of 
keeping them isolated, enthroned, and at a distance. 
There is something attractive about being an 
observer of ritual, pomp, and circumstance. It’s almost 
theatrical. 
 

Is this how we see Jesus Christ, too? We often behave 
as if Christ is an isolated, enthroned, royal, and even 
ineffective king. Jesus wants nothing to do with 
having the status of an earthly king. Jesus also does 
not want to be watched, observed, or set apart. He 
wants to get down and dirty with the very stuff of 
life especially the poor, marginalized, confused, 
hurting, lost, broken, imprisoned, and forgotten ones. 
Jesus is the king who turns the tables on us and wants 
not only our attention but our engagement and 
conversion. He wants us to get dirty too. 
 

How we treat other people is at the heart of Christ’s 
kingdom. “Whatever you did for one of the least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.” At different times 
in our lives we are all counted among the “least” 
ones. We may not be physically poor, but we can 
easily become emotionally and spiritually poor. We 
may not be marginalized as many physically are, 
cast aside because they have too many needs or 
don’t quite fit in. But who hasn’t experienced 
isolation, loneliness, inner turmoil, angst, heartache, or 
loss? Almost every human being has experienced 
brokenness at one point or another, or will most 
definitely at some future point, facing 
discouragement, fear, insecurity. People are thirsty 
for more than water. We are imprisoned by our 
prejudices, misconceived notions and ideas, self-
focused obsessions and ideologies. There is a lot of 
pain and many least ones around us. Stop, look and 
listen. This is what Christ the King is asking us to do. 
Look deeply into the eyes and soul of your sisters 
and brothers, all of them, and see Christ himself. 
 

Being a spectator and observing all of the 
pageantry isn’t enough. Jesus wants us to inherit the 
kingdom and live the kingdom. It is built on the blocks 
of love, mercy, compassion, hope, faith, and blessing. 
It engages those who want it, changes and informs 
minds, inspires and transforms hearts, converts and 
renews souls, and sets things right. There is such a 
great need around us. Are you ready and willing to 
do whatever you can to serve in God’s kingdom?  
 
©LPi 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  Fr. Tom Knoblach  
  320-251-8115, Ext. 112 
          pastor@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 

Pastor  Fr. Ron Weyrens  
  320-252-1363, Ext.1101 (days) 
  Ext. 1102 (night/weekends) 
  rweyrens@stfrancissartell.org 

Sacramental Fr. Doug Liebsch                    
Minister dougliebsch@gmail.com 

Deacon  Joe Kresky   
  320-251-8115           
  jkresky@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 

Deacon  Terry Jancik                                                 
  320-251-8115 
  tjancik@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
 

Deacon  Steve Pareja   
  320-761-2503 

Pastoral Deb Rudolph                                          
Associate 320-252-1363, Ext. 1103    
  drudolph@stfrancissartell.org 

ACC Pastoral Leadership 

Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1bc-2,  
 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 
 13b]/Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8,  
 9 [Rev 15:3b]/Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Ps 
 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [Rev 19:9a] 
 /Lk 21:20-28 
Friday:  Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Ps 84:3, 4,  
 5-6a and 8a [Rev 21:3b]/Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rv 22:1-7/Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab 
 [1 Cor 16:22b]/Lk 21:34-36 
Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 
 /Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/1  
 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 



 

 

BAPTISMS 

REST IN PEACE 

We welcome the following children, Baptized into 
our parish family and the Christian 
community: 
 

Ava Rose Winczewski, daughter of 
Jordan & Anna, baptized at Sacred 
Heart. 
 

Carter Daniel Chase, son of Michael 
& Abby, baptized at St. Francis Xavier.   

Please keep in your prayers the families of John 
Smith who passed away on November 5 and 
Donald Bigley who passed away November 13 
from Sacred Heart.  
 

Also keep in your prayers Art Fasen who passed 
away on November 8 and Harold Windschitl 
who passed away on November 12 from St. 
Francis Xavier. Eternal Rest grant unto them. 

GRIEVING DURING THE HOLIDAYS (Sunday, November 22, 
1pm) 
Sacred Heart Church will host “Grieving During the 
Holidays” on Sunday, November 22 beginning at 1pm. This 
is an opportunity for those who have experienced loss 
(either recently or in the past) to talk about grief, self-care, 
and finding hope in God’s promise of new life. The session 
will be led by Jim Otremba, LICSW, who will provide 
handouts and other resources. No registration is necessary; 
all are welcome. 
 
HEALING FROM LOSS (Beginning Tuesday, November 24) 
Have you suffered a significant loss? A death? Beginning 
Tuesday, November 24 from 4-5:20pm at Sacred Heart, 
Deacon Joe Kresky will facilitate four free sessions assisting 
with healing. For questions or to sign up, call or text Deacon 
Joe at 320-200-4454.  

HOMELESS OUTREACH A number of people who are 
homeless are finding themselves living in tents and in their 
cars. If you could donate any of these supplies to help 
with their survival, please bring them into the church. Items 
needed include; winter coats of all sizes, mittens, hats, 
warm socks, long underwear, snowpants, sleeping bags, 
tents, space heaters, empty propane tanks, $10-$20 gas 
cards ( this is for people living in their cars to stay warm), 
new or slightly used bath towels. If you would like to 
donate financially to the outreach work that is assisting 
them you may send checks to Homeless Helping Homeless, 
P.O. Box 475, St. Cloud, MN 56302 For more information 
contact Harry Fleegel with Homeless Helping Homeless -
hfleegel@aol.com or 612-868-0465 or Molly Weyrens 
with the Central MN Catholic Worker -
centralmncw@gmail.com or 320-316-3290. 

  Thank you for your generosity!  

Weekly Advent Prayer Challenge 

Next Sunday begins a new Liturgical year in our 
Church marking the four weeks of Advent as we 
wait in joyful hope for the coming of the Lord.    

St. Francis Xavier invites all members of One in 
Christ to take part in a challenge to pray daily 
during Advent. We especially encourage families 
with children to take time to pray together as we 
prepare for Christmas. 

The four candles of the Advent wreath are 
traditionally associated with the words; Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love which will be the focus of our 
prayer in the coming weeks. Look for the Weekly 
Advent Challenge as we join our hearts in prayer 
and prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus 
Christ.  

What do Thanksgiving and 
Stewardship have in 

common?  It is all about 
GRATITUDE! 



 

 

ST. STEPHEN PARISH 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP  

Contact: Carol Hellmann 
  320-251-1520 
  ststephenchurchoffice@gmail.com 

Office hours 2-6 pm 
Faith Formation: Danna Gasperlin 
           320-251-5066  • ststephenfaith@gmail.com 

Not available at time of printing. 

November 25: No class—Happy Thanksgiving 

FAITH FORMATION 

St. Stephen Advent Projects 
Giving Tree: The Giving Tree helps bring a bit more 
Christmas joy to the less fortunate.  To participate, 
please place your gift of clothing, toys, toiletries, or 
other useful items under the Giving Tree from 
November 29—Dec 13.  Gifts are needed for all 
ages-infant through adult.  If you or someone you 
know could benefit from this project, call MaryLee 
Vouk at 251-4461 or Betty Pogatshnik at  
252-6009.  All calls will remain confidential. 
Parish Christmas Card: The St. Stephen Parish 
Christmas Card is a tradition that began about 44 
years ago as a way to extend Christmas wishes to 
others in the parish.   To participate, just print your 
name(s) on an envelope marked  “Christmas Card’, 
enclose a donation of your choosing and drop it in 
the collection basket by Dec 13.  If you cannot get 
to church, you may mail your ’card’ to: St. Stephen 
Church, 103 Central Ave S., St. Stephen, MN 56375  
Please consider the cutoff date if mailing. Your 
name(s) will be included in the Parish Christmas card 
that will be distributed at all Christmas Masses.  If 
you have any questions call Betty Pogatshnik at  
252-6009. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

On December 6 after the 10:30 am Mass a short 
story about St. Nick will be read by St. Nick’s 
helpers.  Following the story his helpers will hand 
out goodie bags to everyone. All are welcome. 

150TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING 

The next meeting is Nov 24 at 6:15 in the  
Parish Hall 

ANNUNCIATION PARISH 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

SUNDAY 8:30 AM MASS 

Happy Birthday: Lester 
Adelman, Julie Miller, Linda Molitor, Lois 
Norlund, Jerome Walker, Tony Lyon, 
Kevin Jarnot. 

Contact: Cindy Gans   320-252-1729 
   annunciation@cloudnet.com 
 

Faith Formation: Shirley Scapanski 320-259-4941 • 
             thekids@cloudnet.com 

Wed. Nov. 25th Thanksgiving Mass here at 7pm—
Need volunteers 
 

Sunday, November 29th—1st Sunday of Advent 
Lectors: Judy Kiffmeyer and Shirley Scapanski 
Eucharist:  Brenda Carriveau 
Ushers: Tim, Renee, Justin and Trista Thell.   

Other News 

Reminder: The rosary will be prayed before 
weekday Masses at 8:05am. Everyone welcome to join in. 
 

We are Collecting: Coats for the Knights of 
Columbus to hand out (see box in entrance of church) 
Coats need to be clean and in good repair. They will also 
take boots, gloves, caps and scarves. 
 

Commissioning Sunday Please keep 
these students in your prayers as they 
make their final preparations for their 
upcoming Confirmation.  Jayden Gerads, 
Benett Kiffmeyer, Timothy Kruger, Vince 
Popp, Anthony Scapanski, and Carter 
Thell. 
 

Benedictine 
Discernment Evening 
A virtual series of 5 evenings in Nov. & Dec. You’ll 
discover how the Benedictine vows & our values of 
community, hospitality, prayer & service can help us hear 
& understand where God is moving in our lives. Wed. 
Nov. 25, Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd from 6:30pm-
8:00pm. 
Questions & Register: https://bit.ly/35h6GRW 
 

No Morning Mass here on Thursday, 
November 26th. Mass here is Wed. Nov. 25th at 7:00pm. 

Due to the bulletin schedule the Financial Stewardship for 
Sunday, Nov. 15th will be in next weeks bulletin. 



 

 

SACRED HEART PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Father Tom Knoblach, Pastor (320-251-8115, Ext. 112)  
 pastor@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
Jen Haman, Director of Faith Formation (320-251-8115, Ext. 117)
 jhaman@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
Cynthia Hogenson, Bell Choir Director 
 chogenson@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
Dana Howard, Dir of Commun/Finance (320-251-8115, Ext. 111)
 dhoward@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
Jill Kiffmeyer, Music/Liturgy Associate (320-251-8115, Ext. 122) 
 jkiffmeyer@sacredheartsaukrapids.org  
Deacon Joe Kresky, Pastoral Minister (320-200-4454) 
 jkresky@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
JoAnn Mo, Parish Secretary (320-251-8115, Ext. 114)
 jmo@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
Vicki Sanborn, Stewardship Director (320-251-8115, Ext. 129) 
 vsanborn@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
Philip Shefveland, Youth Minister (320-281-9518) 
  pshefveland@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
David Walker, Custodian; (320-251-8115) 
 dwalker@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 
Sarah Woeste, Director of Music/Liturgy (320-251-8115, Ext. 116)
 sarahwoeste@sacredheartsaukrapids.org 

PARISH STAFF 

BAPTISM PREP 
Parents expecting the birth of a child, please 
call and register for a baptismal prep session; 
the earlier the better! The next session will be 
held on Tuesday, December 1 at 6:30pm in 
Xavier Hall at St. Francis Xavier, Sartell. Sacred Heart  
parishioners, please contact the Sacred Heart Parish Office 
at 320-251-8115 to register. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 22; 1pm—Grieving During the Holidays 
November 24; 4pm—Healing from Loss Support Group 
November 24; 6:30pm—Faith Formation Comm. Meeting 
November 26; Thanksgiving—Office Closed 
November 27; Office Closed 
December 1; 4pm—Healing from Loss Support Group 
December 1; 6:30pm—Baptism Prep Class at St. Francis  
 Xavier, Sartell 

The KC Council 5548 is sponsoring a “Coat 
Drive.” There is a box available in the  
Gathering Space for your donations. Also  
needed are boots, gloves, caps and scarves. 
Please have the coats clean and in good repair. 

COAT DRIVE 

Congratulations to Roger and Mary Ann Worm on  
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

If you know of anyone who needs our prayers and wants  
to be put on the following prayer list, please contact  
320-251-8115. Sandi Hinkemeyer, Linda Midas, Dorine 
Laudenbach, Joanne Roles, Ione and Jerry Torborg and 
Norma Vouk. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
We remember our loved ones who have gone 
before us during the month of November. 
Please feel free to enter your loved ones 
names into the Book of Remembrance located in the church. 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
Catholic United Financial has set up the  
Giving Tree. The items on the tree will  
benefit Catholic Charities, Anna Maries,  
Elevate (Birthline) and Place of Hope. Due  

to Covid-19 we will not have individual tags on the tree. 
Instead we have a list on the tree with the items needed for 
you to look at or take a picture on your phone. The list will 
also be on the parish website and is listed below. Please 
return gifts unwrapped (no gift bags) by Monday, Decem-
ber 7. You can return them to the parish office during of-
fice hours as well as on the weekends. If you have any 
questions, call 320-255-0095. 
  

Giving Tree Needs List: 
Baby clothing-Size Newborn to 12 months 
Pajamas - Womens and Childrens, any size 
Hats, Mittens, Gloves for all ages 
Socks for all ages 
Adults Backpacks 
Diapers Size 1-3, 6, Pullups, Baby wipes 
Personal care items 
Gifts for Teens 
$10 or $25 gift cards to Target, Walmart, Coborns, 
  Holiday and Kwik Trip 

Income for week ending November 15, 2020 
 

Unavailable due to early publication deadline. 

Christmas Mass times are as follows: 
December 24th: 4pm at Sacred Heart, 
7pm at Annunciation, 10pm at Sacred 
Heart; December 25th: 8:30am at  
Annunciation, 10am at Sacred Heart. 
All Masses at Sacred Heart will be 
livestreamed. Reservations are required for attendance at 
Christmas Masses and can be made beginning December 
1st at https://bookapew.com/app/mn/sha. More details 
are available at www.sacredheartsaukrapids.org/
christmas-masses.  

CHRISTMAS MASS RESERVATIONS 

From the  
Sacred Heart 
Parish Staff 

Please note that the  
Parish Office will be 
closed on Thursday,  
November 26 and  

Friday, November 27. 



 

 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

 
Faith Formation  Shelby Vaske                    
Gr. 1-5   320-252-8761, Ext. 1420 
   svaske@stfrancissartell.org 
Faith Formation Gr. 6-12,  Confirmation & Youth Ministry
   Melissa Fox  
   320-252-8761, Ext. 1411 
   youthmin@stfrancissartell.org 
FF Secretary  Jane Rennie  
   320-252-8761, Ext. 1405  
   jrennie@stfrancissartell.org 
FF Board Chair  Karen Atkinson  
   320-251-6077  
Liturgy Director  Mark Levandowski  
   320-252-1363, Ext 1110 
   mlevandowski@stfrancissartellorg 
Choral Director  Beth Plumski 320-493-9551
   bplumski08@gmail.com 
Social Justice  Concerns Committee   
   stfrancisjcc@gmail.com 
Prayer Line Requests Dorothy Frank 320-333-7427 
Liturgy of Word for Children Julie Jacobs 320-291-2901 
Parish Nurses  Karen Reinholz 320-260-6158 
   Bev Wiehoff 320-492-0135 
   Julie Kouba 701-721-5083 
 
Parish Trustee  Jeff Eikmeier 320-250-0703 
Parish Trustee  Kathryn Kelly 320-333-6002 
Pastoral Council Chair Mark Kuhl 320-266-1393 

Principal   Bonnie Van Heel   
  320-252-9940, Ext. 1302  
  bvanheel@sfx61.org 
School Secretary Deb Bearson   
  320-252-9940   
  dbearson@sfx61.org 

FAITH FORMATION & PARISH MINISTRIES 

SFX SCHOOL 

Weekly Collection Budget ........................ $ 
Collected 11/15/2020………..................$ 

Numbers not available at printing 
 

YTD Collection Budget .................... $ 
YTD Collected ................................... $ 
 Excess (Deficit) ............................$ 

 
 
 
Look for the Share the Spirit Tree at 
St. Francis Xavier beginning 
November 21st and take one or 
more tags. If you are not able to 
attend Mass right now, consider a 
Cash Donation.  You can call either 
Sue Heim or Judy Pohlkamp to find 
out how you can help the families 
our Parish has adopted.  Return gifts to SFX  no   
later than December 5th. 
Sue Heim - 255-9923 
Judy Pohlkamp -259-9483   

Help those in need have a 
happier holiday season.  
We are collecting non 
perishable food for both 
Catholic Charities and the 
Salvation Army over the 

next several weeks.  Please  drop off your donations 
in boxes left in both entry ways of the Gathering 
Place.  Thank you for your Generosity.   

Parish Office Closed November 26 & 27 

 Our offering of drive-thru communion has been 
well received and is going well. Please arrive by 
10:45 to ensure you receive the Body of Christ 
before the Eucharistic Ministers leave. If you are 
serving as a Eucharistic Minister, please remain in 
the entryway until at least 10:45. 

There are collection boxes in the Gathering Place 
for Toys for Tots. The Marine Corps Reserve “Toys 
for Tots” program can accept new toys only with 
an approximate value of $15 or more, for 
newborn children up to 16 years of age. Cash 
donations are welcome! Make checks payable to 
“Marine Toys for Tots”, a 501(c)3 organization. 

The KC Coats for Kids donation box is in the 
Gathering Place awaiting your donation of winter 
coats, hats, gloves, etc. which will be distributed to 
families in need. Donated items should be clean 
and in good condition (new or gently used). Adult 
coats may also be donated. 

DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

COATS FOR KIDS 



 

 

Please remember to continue to pray for all those 
affected by illness, their caregivers and public 
officials working to keep us safe. Please pray • for 
Pope Francis, all Bishops, priests, deacons and 
religious • for legal protection for unborn children  
•  for a friend with long term illness • for an end to 
COVID-19 • for the leaders of our country and the 
world • for all pregnant women • for all those with 
long term illness • for those mourning the loss of a 
loved one • for an end to violence  • for all Parish 
Prayer Line requests and those who have recently 
received prayer blankets. 
 

Please visit your Parish website for those in your  
Parish needing prayers. 

Today marks the final Sunday of Ordinary Time for this liturgical year as we celebrate 
the Feast of Christ the King. We hear in the Gospel how the Son of Man; the King of 
Glory, will be seated on his throne and all people of all time will stand before him 
waiting to be separated according to their deeds. As we take a moment to envision that 
picture in our minds, where do we find ourselves? When it is our time to stand before 
God will he see in us one of the humble righteous ones, or will he know us as one who is 
not deserving of eternal life? It is good for us to take time to think about this.  
What Jesus will determine is whether or not we lived as his disciple as we were called to 
by our baptism and he tells us, “Whatsoever you did to the least of my brethren, you 

did to me.” Have we actively engaged in feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty? Have we 
comforted the sorrowful and lifted the lowly? Have we welcomed the stranger and shown love and 
mercy toward others? If so, we can stand before the King of Glory anxiously awaiting our reward. If 
we have tried, not that there was any perfection in it, but if we honestly tried to offer all that we had been gifted in life 
to help make life better for others, then we, by faith and the promise of God’s word, can look forward with certainty to 
eternal life with Him. 
This calls to mind so much of what I witness daily and week after week here at St. Francis Xavier. Our parish family is 
actively engaged in caring for the Body of Christ. Look at this list of beautiful works of mercy that have taken place 
here in our parish in just the past month or so: 
 We commemorated and prayed for our departed brothers and sisters  
 We hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive to assist in saving lives 
 Our youth and teens wrote letters to “Pen Pals” – those in Nursing Homes and Assisted Living 
 We walked with, supported, and prayed with families who experienced the death of a loved one 
 We collected and donated coats to provide warmth for the poor this winter 
 We donated food and money to the feed those in need who are served at the Place of Hope 
 Our Prayer Line was a buzz with prayers for healing and thanksgiving to God 
 Our children were instructed in the faith and encouraged to engage in service to others 
 Together we took boxes filled to overflowing to the Catholic Charities Food Shelf 

We provided Communion to the homebound and drive-up Communion for those who cannot be at Mass during 
the pandemic 
And all the while we celebrated inviting liturgies and livestreamed Mass to parishioners and beyond that we 
might pray together 

 
Indeed Lord, we as a family of God, are a people striving to live our Catholic faith. We are striving to be your disciples in 
many ways each day. Be with us Lord, strengthen us and give us courage to continue. Teach us your ways that we might 
stand before you, blessed as you call us to eternal life and happiness with you. This we pray through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
          

In honor of Christ our King, 
        Deb Rudolph 
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