
 

 

ST. STEPHEN ❖  SARTELL 
MAYHEW LAKE ❖  SAUK RAPIDS  

 AREA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
  

July 2019 

Dear People of God! 

As pastors of our newly formed Area Catholic Community – St. Stephen, Sartell, Sauk 

Rapids and Mayhew Lake – we gratefully announce the membership of our ACC Planning 

Council: 

St. Stephen, St. Stephen:   St. Francis Xavier,  Sartell: 
Stef Rothstein (chair)  Frank Rajkowski 
Chuck Spychala   Adam Vonderahe 
Carol Hellmann   Candice Koopmeiners 
 

Annunciation, Mayhew Lake Sacred Heart, Sauk Rapids 
Leonard Popp   Deacon Joe Kresky 
Jean Bemboom   Jeff Brunn 
Shirley Scapanski (vice-chair) Joan Krause  
 

Each parish was to appoint three members to the Council, one each from parish staff, 

parish leadership and an “at-large” member.  These generous council members represent a 

cross section of our parishes in age, professional backgrounds and ministry experiences.  

We are an advisory and visionary council who will gather information, listen to the voices 

of the people and connect with the pastoral and finance councils of the parishes.   Our 

Council met for the first time on June 12 and we plan to meet monthly. 
 

We see our task as two-fold:  to gather the information on “what is” now and to envision 

“what could be” in our parish ministries and programs and be aware of our strengths and 

challenges.   Together we go out and make disciples with a renewed effort and inter-

parish collaboration.  Our Planning Council is charged with formulating a comprehensive 

plan that will be submitted to the Diocesan Planning Office by December.  
 

Our work is just beginning, so do not expect to see changes in schedules, programs or 

events right away.  The vision of the planning process for all diocesan parishes is that 

implementation will take place over several years.  We will do our very best to keep you 

informed.  Please keep us in prayer as we pray for one another to be led by the Holy Spirit 

in this planning adventure.  
 

Peace be with you!  

 

Fr. Gene Doyle               Fr. Tim Baltes             Fr. Tom Becker               Fr. Ralph Zimmerman 


